
Clerk to the Council: 
Kathryn Adamson 
5 Regal Drive,  
Windle 
St Helens WA10 6BJ 
Tel: 07565 524414 
Email: rainhillpc@hotmail.co.uk 
Website: www.rainhillparish.org.uk 

 

 

5th May 2021  

 

Dear Councillor,  

You are summoned to attend the Annual Parish Council Meeting (APCM) to be held on Monday 
10th May 2021 in the Teak Hall at the Village Hall, commencing at 7:30pm.  

You are further summoned to attend the Ordinary meeting of the Parish Council to be held on 
Monday 10th May 2021 in the Teak Hall at the Village Hall, immediately following the APCM.  

The new Chair and Vice-Chair will be given Declarations of Acceptance of Office forms at the 
APCM.  

Councillors are reminded that it is the responsibility of each individual Councillor to complete a 
Register of Interests form. The form has been circulated electronically and should be brought 
along to the meeting. Each year I will remind you of your responsibility to complete a new form 
following any change. A new form must be completed within 28 days of any change. Please let 
me know if you need a form.  

I attach Agendas for both meetings, relevant minutes and the Clerk’s Report. Certain 
documents referred to in the agenda have also been circulated to you electronically, paper 
copies will be available on the night. Please find time to read through the information before the 
meeting making any notes you need to against each item.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

K E Adamson 
Clerk to Rainhill Parish Council 
 

 

 

Serving the Rainhill Community since 1894 

 

Rainhill Parish Council RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

APCM AGENDA 10th MAY 2021 
 

 
1. Election of Chairman for 2021/2022 
2. Election of Deputy Chairman for 2021/2022 
3. To receive apologies for absence 
4. Appointment of Committee Members and Representatives to Rainhill 
 
Organisations for 2021/2022: 
 
Public Open Spaces: Cllrs. J. Tasker, W. Williams, I. Brown, G, Ward, 

G. Roberts. 
Village Hall Management Committee: Cllr. A. Daniels. 
Rainhill Railway & Heritage Society:  Cllr. D Hendrick, G. Ward. 
Merseyside Assoc. Local Councils:   Cllr. M. Rothwell. 
Rainhill Gala Committee:  Cllr. A Daniels, Cllr Hendrick 
4F Centre:  Cllrs. D. Greaves, J. Tasker, S. Roscoe. 
ECO Garden  Cllr. S. Roscoe, Clerk K Adamson. 
Children’s Playground Charity:  Rainhill Parish Council. 
Planning Applications Advisory Group: Deputy Chair (Cllr. A. Howitt) Cllrs. I. Brown, S. 

Roscoe, G. Roberts 
Good Citizenship Award Group:  Cllrs. D. Greaves, W. Williams, K. Stevenson-      

Black, S. Roscoe. 
LALC AGM and Conference:      Chair (Cllr. G Barker). 
Clerk’s Appraisal Group:  Cllrs J. Tasker, M. Rothwell. 
Executive Committee:                            Chair (Cllr. A. Howitt), Deputy Chair (Cllr. W       

                                                                      Williams), Cllr. G. Barker, M. Rothwell. 
Finance Working Group:   Full Council 
Rainhill Trials 200 Working Group:   Cllrs. D. Greaves, G. Roberts. 
Twinning Group:       Chair (Cllr. A. Howitt), Cllr. K. Stevenson-Black. 

       Armed Forces Community Covenant  Cllrs. G. Ward, D. Hendrick 
       Working Group: 
 

5. To review, consider amendments, and approve Council documents as follows: 
i. Standing Orders – no amendment. 
ii. Financial Regulations – no amendment. 
iii. Asset Register – reviewed, figures now agree with Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return. Assets bought in 2020/21 added. 
iv. Risk Assessment – no amendment: 
 
Copies of the documents have been circulated electronically and a paper copy will be 
available at the meeting. 

 
6. Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Forms – members should have available 
completed copies of both forms. If acceptance of office forms are not completed the 

council may resolve to permit submission before or at a later meeting. 



RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL 
 

AGENDA 10th MAY 2021 
 
Ordinary Meeting Agenda: 
The public will be allowed to speak via live online link on any matters of concern, subject to 
prior written notification being received.   
 
1. To receive apologies for absence 
2. To receive declarations of interest from members 
3. To consider and approve the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on 8th March 

2021 
4. To receive Police monthly statistics report – for information only 
5. To note the contents of the Clerk's Report - for information only 
6. To consider the following Planning Applications and note any actions taken: 

P/2021/0194/HHFP P/2020/0857/HHFP P/2021/0201/TPO P/2021/0210/HHFP  
P/2021/0216/HHFP P/2021/0217/HHFP P/2021/0219/CLP P/2021/0228/HHFP  
P/2021/0231/TPO P/2021/0256/HHFP P/2021/0312/CLP P/2021/0315/HHFP  
P/2021/0333/HHFP P/2021/0361/FUL P/2021/0367/HHFP P/2021/0384/HHFP  
P/2021/0387/HHFP  

7. To authorise the accounts payable (list included in report) 
8. To adopt a revised code of conduct for elected and co opted members 
9. To consider undertaking a tour of public open spaces 
10. To consider keep Britain initiative 28th may – 13th june 2021 
11. To receive an update on the Queens Anniversary Celebration – for information 

only 
12. To consider the placing of a memorial stone 
13. To receive an update on the provision of broadband – for information only 
14. To consider the promotion of an August bank holiday street get together 
15. To consider requesting the police mobile station to attend the village before the 

school summer holiday break 
16. To consider residents replies to flower baskets 
17. To consider submitting an application for funding to LCR 
18. To consider residents comments and complaints: 
19. Suggested items for next agenda – for information only  
20. Date and time of next meeting 

 
 

RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES 
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At a meeting of the Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Monday 8th March 2021 online via teams, 
the following were present: 
 
Cllrs: G. Barker, I. Brown, A. Daniels, D. Hendrick, S. Roscoe M. Rothwell, K. Stevenson-
Black, J. Tasker, G Ward, W. Williams.  

 
1 member of the public were also present. 
 
Prior to commencement of business the meeting was adjourned to allow members of public to 
raise any concerns. None had been received prior to meeting. 
 
The meeting was recommenced. 

 
20.137 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs: D. Greaves, A. Howitt, G. Roberts and. J. 
Woodhouse 

 
20.138 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

No Declarations of Interest received. 
 

20.139 MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY MEETING HELD ON 18th January 2021 
 

Resolved that the minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on the 18th January 2021 
should be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.  

 
20.140 TO RECEIVE MERSEYSIDE POLICE MONTHLY STATISTICS REPORT 

 
Resolved that the report of the crime statistics for Rainhill be noted. Cllr Ward raised recent issues 
relating to criminal damage mentioned in the report and will make the police aware when next 
attending a Parish Council meeting of the disappointment regarding the CCTV images available 
not being made use of.  

 
20.141 TO NOTE THE CONTENTS OF THE CLERK’S REPORT 

 
It was resolved that the contents of the Clerk’s report be noted and the expenditure for the Good 
Citizenship Award Event be authorised. Mersey Forest will be added to Octobers agenda. Cllr 
Ward confirmed issues at Dane Court had been raised online with St Helens Council now lease 
responsibilities have been confirmed. 

 
20.142 TO CONSIDER PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 
It was resolved to note the following actions taken in relation to planning applications: 
 
No comment has been submitted for the following applications and the closing date for 
comments will have passed at the time of the meeting: 

        
P/2021/0012/HHPAP/2020/0917/TPO  P/2021/0064/HHFP P/2021/0069/COT P/2021/0073/HHFP              
P/2021/0081/CLP  P/2021/0095/HHFP P/2021/0108/HHFP P/2021/0110/HHFP P/2021/0111/HHFP   

        P/2021/0117/HHPA P/2021/0132/HHFP P/2021/0137/S73 P/2017/0959/FUL P/2021/0144/HHFP  
 
      No  objections have been submitted to applications: 
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20.143 TO AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

It was resolved that the following items were approved for payment and income noted: 
 

Payee Description Amount Ref 
March    
K Adamson Clerk's Salary - March 1064.94  
 Telephone @ 18.99/month 18.99  
 Home Office Allowance 1048.00  
 Printing January meeting 8.93  
 McAfee 12 month subscription 79.99  
  2,220.85 TFR484 
Merseyside Pension Fund LGPS - Mar 320.35 TFR485 
HMRC Tax & NI (Jan - Mar) 438.02 TFR486 

CC Elec 
Replacement of emergency bulk 
heads AF changing rooms 288.00 

TFR487 

Water Plus Water – Rainhilll Park 82.71 STO 
Water Plus Water - Holt Playing Fields 18.99 DD 
Corona Energy Electricity - Holt Playing Fields 17.14 DD 
Scottish Power Electricity - Rainhill Park In dispute DD 
Unity Trust Bank Bank Charges 18.00 DD 
April Scheduled Payments 
 
K Adamson Clerks Salary including phone 

@18.99/month 
1080.87 WasTFR487 

Now TFR488 
    
Merseyside Pension Fund LGPS-April 324.00  WasTFR488 

Now TFR489 
Water Plus Water - Rainhill Park 82.71 STO 
    
Corona Energy Electricity - Holt Playing Fields 13.96 DD 
Scottish Power Electricity - Rainhill Park 797.60 DD 
St Helens Council Lease - Amanda Road Playground  

0.50 
Was TFR489 
Now TFR490 

St Helens Council Lease - Ivy Farm Road Playground  
0.50 

WasTFR490 
Now TFR491 

St Helens Council Lease - Swan Farm Gardens  
1.00 

WasTFR491 
Now TFR492 

St Helens Council Lease - Rainhill Park 
4.00 

Was TFR492 
NowTFR493 

LDS Ltd Annual Report Distribution 
630.00 

Was TFR493 
Now TFR494 

EWS Colour Print 
(printcentre) 

Printing of Annual Report 
1095.00 

WasTFR494 
Now TFR495 

Steve Hurst Design of Annual Report 
50.00 

Was TFR494 
Now TFR496 

 Total  1,145  
S.137 Payments    

CPRE Donation? 25.00 
Was TFR495 
Now TFR497 

CPRE Annual Membership 36.00 
Was TFR496 
Now TFR497 
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INCOME  
 

INCOME DESCRIPTION  AMOUNT 
 FEBRUARY 2021   
4F Centre Repayment of Insurance Premium  710.24 

 
 

20.144 TO APPROVE MEMBERSHIP OF CPRE 
 
    Resolved that membership of CPRE be renewed and payment authorised and a donation of       
    £25 be made. 

 
20.145 TO APPROVE THE ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO NALC /LALC 

 
Resolved that the annual subscription to NALC/LALC be authorised.  
 

20.146 TO CONSIDER THE CLERKS MEMBERSHIP TO SLCC 
 

Resolved that the Clerks membership to SLCC be authorised 
 

20.147 TO CONSIDER THE MALCS REQUEST TO MEET OR DISBAND 
 

Resolved the Clerk to respond to MALC requesting meetings to be convened. Cllr Rothwell 
and Ward to support attendance. 
  

20.148 TO CONSIDER ADOPTION OF SOCIAL MEDIA POLICY 
 

Resolved the Parish Council to adopt the Social Media Policy 
 

20.149 TO CONSIDER THE REQUEST TO USE ALBERT FELLOWES PARK 
 

Resolved the request be agreed in principle. Pricing strategy to be confirmed in line with St 
Helens Council charges. 
 

20.150 TO CONSIDER PLANTING THE BARRIER BASKETS FOR THE 2020/21 SEASON 
 
          Raised as not being good value for money. Other alternatives discussed but agreed as     
          unworkable Resolved that planting of the 13 barrier baskets be  
          approved for the 2021/22 season carried through with majority. 
 

20.151 TO CONSIDER REPLACING THE EMMERGENCY LIGHTING AT ALBERT FELLOWES 
CHANGING FACILITIES 

 
Resolved for all the 5 fittings to be replaced and cost approved. 
 

20.152  TO CONSIDER THE ACTION REQUIRED TO THE ENTRANCE OF DOG EXERCISE AREA 
 

Resolved the 1st quote be accepted and carried through with majority.  
 

20.153 TO CONSIDER GRIT BINS FOR WINTER 2021/2022 
 

         Resolved the Clerk to request further information from St Helens Council – Where previously     
         installed bins had been removed by the Borough Council due to financial 'cut backs' and look  
         at the related costs of reinstating them'. 



RAINHILL PARISH COUNCIL – MINUTES 
8th March 2021 

 

4 

 
 

20.154 TO CONSIDER KEEP BRITAIN INITIATIVE 28TH MAY -13TH JUNE 2021 
 

It was resolved Cllr Daniels will contact various community groups / organisations to engage. 
Cllr Roscoe will support. Cllr Tasker agreed to request litter pickers from St Helens Council. 
Clerk to check if public liability insurance will cover the activity. Cllr Greaves & Tasker to raise 
issue at ward level. 
 
Cllr Rothwell left the meeting at 8.59pm 

 
20.155 TO CONSIDER PARISH COUNCIL /LOCAL AUTHORITY COMMUNICATION 

 
Resolved for Executive Committee (Cllrs Howitt, Barker, Williams & Rothwell) to confirm with 
Parish Councillors any questions to be taken to the first meeting on Wednesday 24th March 
2021 
  

20.156 TO CONSIDER THE FEASIBILITY OF THE QUEENS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
 

Resolved Cllr Barker will form a working group with Cllr Hendrick to plan the celebration 
 

20.157 TO CONSIDER THE PLACING OF A MEMORIAL STONE  
 

Resolved to defer until next meeting  
 

20.158 TO CONSIDER A PARISH COUNCIL CHRISTMAS CALENDAR 
 

Resolved a working group – Cllrs Daniels, Williams, Stevenson and Tasker to look at the 
logistics and if to donate monies to community groups how and with what criteria. 

 
20.159 TO CONSIDER CELEBRATING RAINHILL RESDIENTS 100TH BIRTHDAYS 

 
Resolved each occasion would require individual choices as to how to celebrate. Cllr 
Stevenson – Black & the Clerk to confirm GDPR/ legal issues  

 
20.160 TO CONSIDER RESIDENTS COMMENTS AND COMPLAINTS 

 
         Resolved that the complaints reported in the agenda report be noted. Cllr Ward reported the  
         possible mobile cameras against fly tipping mentioned within think twice campaign. Cllr Ward  
         to research. Cllr Tasker reported a residents concern over bins on Old lane. Cllr Tasker to look  
         into CIF fund and the possibility of a bin at Tasker Terrace.    
          
One member of the public left 

 
20.161 TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES ON LOCAL ORGANISATIONS  

 
Reported the Village Hall is aiming to reopen on 12th April 2021 in line with Government 
guidelines. 
 
Resolved that the Council noted the report 

 
20.162 TO DISCUSS FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Litter Pick update -Keep Britain Initiative 28th May – 13th June 2021  
Queens Jubilee Celebration in 2022 a 4 day Bank Holiday in June working group update,  
Request to use Albert Fellowes Open Space- costs & agreement  
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update on provision of grit bin to specific locations in Rainhill.  
Memorial stone 
Calendar GDPR implications and general logistics 
Fly tipping 
Broadband Update 
Promotion of August Bank Holiday street get together 
Possibility of police mobile station attending village before summer holiday break up 
  

20.163 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 
         It was resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting will take place on 21st April 2021, starting  
         at 7:30pm, the venue to be confirmed due to current Covid restrictions and the AGM and Ordinary  
         meeting on 10th May 2021 at 7.30pm with venue to be confirmed. 

 
         The meeting closed at 9.48pm 
 

 
_____________________ 
Chair of the Parish Council 
10th May 2021 



 
Brief description of ASB in February 2021 
1. (BLUNDELLS LANE) - report of covid 19 breach 
2. (LONGTON LANE) - report of covid 19 breach 
3. (SCHOOL LANE) - neighbour dispute 
4. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - 5 youths in pub garden 
5. (LONGTON LANE) - ongoing neighbour dispute 
6. (WENSLEYDALE AVENUE) - report of covid 19 breach 
7. (SCHOOL LANE) - report of covid 19 breach 
8. (SCHOOL LANE) - report of covid 19 breach 
9. (LONGTON LANE) - report of covid 19 breach 
10. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - 2 quad bikes driving erratically 
11. (VIEW ROAD) - 6 youths inhaling gas cannisters 
 

 

Area: Rainhill D24 
Month: February 2021 

   

   

  2020 2021 Diff %   

Burglary Business 
& Community 0 0 0 0 

 

Burglary 
Residential 4 1 -3 -75 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - Unknown offender gains entry to garden shed 
and garage and steals items from within 

Criminal Damage 10 1 -9 -90 
1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - Unwitnessed criminal damage, broken window 
to rear of public house. 

Drugs 1 0 -1 -100   

Other Theft 7 3 -4 -57.1 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - drive off without paying for fuel. 
2. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - drive off without paying for fuel. 
3. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - drive off without paying for fuel. 

Public Order 3 3 0 0 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - unknown female shouting abuse from her car. 
2. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - unknown male shouting abuse to from his car 
3. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - unknown female shouting abuse from her car. 

Robbery Business 0 0 0 0 
 

Robbery Personal 0 0 0 0  

Theft Bike 0 0 0 0  

T.F.M.V. 1 3 2 200 

1. (RAINHILL ROAD) Catalytic Converter stolen from vehicle 
2. (RAINHILL ROAD) Wheel nuts stolen from vehicle 
3. (RAINHILL ROAD) Three unknown offenders trying car doors. Several 
items taken. 

Theft Shop 0 2 2 100 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - 2 males entered shop and took various items 
but amount unknown 
2. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - 3 unknown males entered building and gained 
entry to the stock room. Several items taken. 

T.O.M.V. 2 1 -1 -100 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) Unknown Offender(s) have gained entry to 
vehicle by unknown means and vehicle stolen without keys as keys in 
possession of the victim. 

Violence with Injury 8 1 -7 -87.5 
1. (BLUNDELLS LANE) - Victim had been running when assaulted by 3 
unknown males by kicking him in the face and body. 

Violence without 
Injury 2 0 -2 -100 

 

Vehicle 
Interference 0 0 0 100 

 

Total 38 15 -23 -60.5  

ASB 17 11 -6 -35.3  

 



Area: Rainhill D24 
Month: March 2021 

   

   

  2020 2021 Diff %   

Burglary Business 
& Community 0 3 3 0 

1. (MILL LANE) - unknown persons have gained entry to premises and 
have caused damage to items inside the property.  
2. (MILL LANE) - unknown persons have attempted to gain entry to 
premises containing sit on lawn mowers, they did not gain entry. 
3. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - unknown person has entered rear of premises 
and has stolen a handbag from an office 

Burglary 
Residential 3 1 -2 -66 

1. (DEE ROAD) - 2 males, one known and one unknown have gained entry 
to the premises, assaulted the IP and have taken his car keys 

Criminal Damage 9 3 -6 -66 

1. (MILL LANE) - 11 unknown males enter the premises, kick the gate, d 
2. (SEVERN ROAD) - IP has had abuse shouted at them and offender has 
attempted to damage IP car door and fence and damages the fence panel 
and door. 
3. (WARBURTON HEY) - window has been smashed by unknown offender 

Drugs 2 3 1 50 

1. (RAINHILL ROAD) - vehicle stopped and driver throws something out of 
window and makes off. Wrap of white powder and cannabis found in the 
vehicle. 
2. (MILL LANE) - vehicle stopped and cannabis found on passenger. 
3. (JUNCTION M62 RAINHILL) - vehicle searched and 10 parcel wrapped 
blocks believed to be drugs found. 

Other Theft 4 1 -3 -75 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - Female makes off without paying for fuel. 

Public Order 4 8 4 100 

1. (CHATSWORTH ROAD) - 2 unknown males in a car approach IP whilst 
walking and ask them to get in the car and offer a lift. This also happened 
to IP's friend hours earlier. 
2. (VINCENT ROAD) - IP has been walking when friends ex partner has 
threatened to brick IP's windows 
3. (WHARFDALE DRIVE) - IP reports ex partners new partner has 
threatened with violence 
4. (RAINHILL ROAD) - witnessed breach of non mol order 
5. (TWO BUTT LANE) - unknown offender has urinated outside IP address 
6. (SEVERN ROAD) - IP has had abuse shouted at them and offender has 
attempted to damage IP car. 
7. (RAINHILL ROAD) - witnessed breach of non mol order 
8. (RAINHILL ROAD) - witnessed breach of non mol order 
 

Robbery Business 0 0 0 0 
 

Robbery Personal 1 0 -1 -100  

Theft Bike 1 0 -1 -100  

T.F.M.V. 1 1 0 0 
1. (DEEPDALE DRIVE) - unknown offender has gained entry to vehicle and 
has stolen items within 

Theft Shop 2 2 0 0 

1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - 2 unknown offenders have entered premises, 
taken items and left without payment 
2. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - Male and female enter premises, the male 
then takes an item from the premises and they both leave without 
payment 

T.O.M.V. 1 2 1 100 
1. (SANDHURST ROAD) IP has agreed to lend vehicle for a few months but 
has not had it back since and the registered keeper has been changed 

 
Brief description of ASB in March 2021 
1. (WARRINGTON ROAD) - Report of COVID regulations breach. 
2. (WARBURTON HEY) - Report of youths throwing items at window 
3. (DANE COURT) - Report of youths on roof 
4. (WARBURTON HEY) - Report of youths gathering breaching COVID regulations. 
5. (LONGTON LANE) - Report of COVID regulations breach. 
6. (VIEW ROAD) - Report of youths gathering breaching COVID regulations. 
7. (STATION STREET) - Report of youths gathering breaching COVID regulations. 
8. (VIEW ROAD) - Report of youths gathering breaching COVID regulations. 
9. (STOUR AVENUE) - Report of COVID regulations breach. 
 

 

 

2. (RAILTON CLOSE) - unknown male has stolen motorcycle. This was 
found burnt out a few days later. 

Violence with Injury 0 0 0 0  
Violence without 
Injury 0 0 0 0 

 

Vehicle 
Interference 1 1 0 0 

1. (ASHTON AVENUE) - unknown male trying car door handles, no entry 
gained. 

Total 29 25 -4 -14  

ASB 14 9 -5 -35  
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_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Clerk’s report is in two parts:  
- The first part relates to actions that have already been taken. These items will not have a 

corresponding Agenda item and shouldn’t need any further discussion.  
- The second part relates directly to Agenda items and is intended to assist any 

discussion of Agenda items. These notes are for information only and should only be 
discussed as each Agenda item is reached. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PART 1 - ACTIONS TAKEN 
 
5.  CLERKS REPORT 
 

 All actions resulting from resolutions made at the 8th March ordinary meeting have either 
been completed or are in progress. Additionally I can report the following: 

 
5.1 CLERK’S HOLIDAYS 
 

The Clerk is planning to take leave 1st June – 3rd June 2021. A volunteer is requested to 
be a telephone/email point of contact for any emergencies. The out of office will be set 
and any non-emergency enquiries dealt with on my return. 

 

5.2 MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 21st APRIL 2021 
 
 The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting have been circulated to members, and to 

those who attended on the night.  Amendments received have been incorporated. The 
minutes are presented at Appendix 1 to be accepted as a true record, though they will 
only be signed at next year’s meeting. 

 
5.3 INTERNAL AUDIT 
 

Internal Audit was held on 26th April and the Council’s accounts and financial processes 
were inspected and reviewed. No problems were highlighted and the internal audit 
section of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return was completed and signed 
off as fully meeting all requirements. 

 
5.5 CORRECTION TO MARCH MINUTES 
 
      HMRC payment 431.42 changed to 438.02 due to incorrect calculation 
       Printing and design of Annual report had been shown as one payment- now submitted 

with 2 separate invoices. The total is still the same. 
       Due to a payment made at end of March 21 it had an impact on the TFR numbers now 

shown in the corrected minutes. WasTFR487 NowTFR488 WasTFR487 NowTFR488 
WasTFR488 Now TFR489  Was TFR489 Now TFR490 WasTFR490 Now TFR491 
WasTFR491 Now TFR492 Was TFR492 NowTFR493 Was TFR493 Now TFR494 
WasTFR494 Now TFR495 Was TFR494 Now TFR496 Was TFR495 Now TFR497 Was 
TFR496 Now TFR497 

       Now all shown in the corrected minutes 
 
5.6 MAINTENANCE OF RAINHILL ECO GARDEN  
 

A schedule of the maintenance works required for the Eco Garden has been received 
from St.Helens Council for approval.  The regime is the same as last year’s and will 
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incur a cost of £457.91 (+ VAT) Total £549.49. Previously, as this is an annual renewal 
of an existing contract, authority has been delegated to the Clerk to renew (min 18.53). I 
have added this to the table of payments for authorisation. 
 

5.7   GRIT BINS FOR WINTER 2021/2022 
 
       The Clerk has requested information from St Helens Council and is still awaiting 

information. 
 
5.8 CiLCA COURSE 
 
       The clerk is required to register to start submitting the required work to complete the 

CiLCA qualification. A payment of £410.00 is necessary. I have added this to the table 
of payments for authorisation.  
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 PART 2 - AGENDA ITEMS – SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 
 
  
6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
  

The following applications have been assessed and comments submitted as indicated: 
 

No comment has been submitted for the following applications and the closing date for 
comments will have passed at the time of the meeting: 

 
       P/2021/0194/HHFP Resubmission of P/2020/0857/HHFP for the demolition of the   
       existing conservatory and erection of a part two storey part single storey rear 
       extension. 541 Warrington Road. P/2021/0201/TPO Proposal: Works to trees protected  
       by a tree preservation order to remove 1no, sycamore, and prune back remaining trees.  
       TPO Consent Application Location: Ship Inn, 804 Warrington Road  
       P/2021/0210/HHFP | Single storey front extension with replacement porch | 828     
       Warrington Road. P/2021/0216/HHFP Demolition of existing rear extension and  
       erection of a single storey rear extension. 10 View Road P/2021/0217/HHFP Single      
       storey rear extension. 43 The Meadows P/2021/0219/CLP Demolition of existing    
       conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension 6 Sandstone Close 
       P/2021/0228/HHFP Demolition of existing single storey rear extensions and balcony  
       and erection of new single storey rear extension. Wylde Cop Mill Lane 
       P/2021/0230/HHFP Part two storey, part single storey rear extension along with a  
       two storey front extension.  20 Lincoln Way P/2021/0231/TPO Works to trees    
       covered by a Tree Preservation Order to prune 3no beech trees and re-pollard 2no    
       sycamore trees 52 View Road P/2021/0256/HHFP Two storey rear extension 10  
       Kirkman Fold P/2021/0312/CLP Demolition of existing conservatory, and erection of  
       single storey rear extension. 19 Swaledale Avenue P/2021/0315/HHFP Erection of  
       detached outbuilding. 29 Sandstone Close P/2021/0333/HHFP First floor side  
       extension and a single storey rear extension.1 Oaklands P/2021/0361/FUL Erection  
       of garden room Rainhill High School Media Arts College Warrington Road 
       P/2021/0367/HHFP Single storey rear extension, first floor front extension along  
       with front porch 6 Heyes Mount P/2021/0384/HHFP Demolition of existing garage,  
       rear extension and conservatory and the erection of a single storey side and rear  
       wraparound extension. 23 Bishopdale Drive P/2021/0387/HHFP Replacement of  
       3no windows on the front elevation in a conservation area. 1 Heyes Mount 
 

The Council should note the actions taken. 
 
7. TO AUTHORISE ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
 

 Payments have been made in March relating to replacement of emergency lighting at 
Albert Fellowes changing rooms to CC Elec, SLCC membership, Manor Gardens (Dog 
park flooring), and NALC LALC subscriptions agreed in March meeting.  Whilst already 
completed they are included in the table of authorisations. Domain renewal paid 43.99 in 
April payment actual cost 43.16 overpayment of 0.83p to be deducted from clerks 
payment in may  

 
Payee Description Amount Ref 
K Adamson Telephone 18.99  
 Salary - May (less Tax, NI & Pens) 1063.08  
 Photocopying Paper 3.84  
  1085.91  
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 Minus amount overpaid for domain 
renewal in April 

-0.83p  

  1085.08 TFR501 
K Adamson Domain Renewal (already paid as 

reimbursement) in April Salary 
43.99 TFR488 

Merseyside Pension Fund LGPS – May 324.00 TFR502 
Water Plus Water - Holt Playing Fields TBC DD 
Npower Electricity - Holt Playing Fields TBC DD 
Scottish Power Electricity - Rainhill Park TBC DD 
St Helens Council  ECO Garden Maintenance 549.49 TBC 
SLCC CiLCA registration 410.00 TBC 
NALC/ LALC  2021/2022 Subscription 1,153.18 TFR500 
Manor Gardens Dog park grass and grid base mats 680.00 TFR499 
SLCC  2021/2022 membership 166.00 TFR498 

 
The Council should consider approving the above payments. 

 
8. TO ADOPT A REVISED CODE OF CONDUCT FOR ELECTED AND COOPTED 

MEMBERS 
 

St Helens Council approved a revised Code of Conduct for Elected & Co-Opted 
Members in July last year.  The Code was reviewed to address the Committee on 
Standards in Public Life (CSPL) best practice recommendations. Changes were made 
to strengthen the Code, including the addition of provisions relating to bullying, 
harassment and victimisation. Most parish councils adopted the Code of Conduct for the 
principal authority when it was first adopted in 2012 following the implementation of the 
new standards regime under the Localism Act.   
 
For consistency, it is recommended that the Parish Council adopt a version of the model 
Code of Conduct currently in place in St.Helens. 

 
 The Council should consider adopting the Code of Conduct presented at 

Appendix 2. 
 
9. TO CONSIDER UNDERTAKING A TOUR OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACES 
 

Each year the whole Council is invited to undertake a tour of open spaces.  Last year 
due to Covid restrictions the tour was cancelled. Could a suitable date be agreed, and 
an indication given of who will attend - just for numbers.  
 
The Council should consider whether a tour is to be undertaken and agree a 
suitable date. 

 
10. TO CONSIDER KEEP BRITAIN INITIATIVE 28TH MAY – 13TH JUNE 2021 

 
It was resolved at March meeting that Cllr Daniels would contact various community 
groups / organisations to engage. Cllr Roscoe would support. Cllr Tasker agreed to 
request litter pickers from St Helens Council. Cllr Greaves & Tasker to raise issue at 
ward level. Updates to be provided. The Clerk can confirm Provided that the Council is 
performing risk assessments, the insurance will cover any event that the Parish Council 
directly organises with up to 200 people at any one time. For example, if the Council 
was to arrange a litter pick, it would be covered under Public Liability at no additional 
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cost. If the event was to exceed the 200 mark, it can still be covered, but may need to 
charge an additional premium. 
  
If a third party was arranging the event, this isn’t something that would be able to insure, 
and would require copies of their liability certificates to ensure that they’ve got the 
appropriate cover in place. 

 
The Council should consider if any further actions are required and note the 
updates. 
 

11. THE QUEENS ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION For Information only 
 

       Cllr Barker to provide an update  
         
       The council should note the update. 
 
12. TO CONSIDER THE PLACING OF A MEMORIAL STONE 

 
Due to the loss and sacrifice of Rainhill residents during Covid would the members 
consider placing a simple memorial stone. The placing and costs of a simple stone 
would need to be considered. 
 
The Council should consider if it wishes to obtain quotes for a memorial stone  
 

13. TO PROVIDE AN UPDATE ON THE PROVISION OF BROADBAND 
 
        Cllr Ward to provide an update on broadband provision. 

 
The council should note the update. 

 
14. TO CONSIDER THE PROMOTION OF AN AUGUST BANK HOLIDAY STREET GET 

TOGETHER 
 

Members should consider how to promote the above suggestion and will it be in line 
with government restrictions. 
 
The Council should consider which members and how it wishes to promote. 

 
15. TO CONSIDER REQUESTING THE POLICE MOBILE STATION TO ATTEND THE 

VILLAGE BEFORE THE SCHOOL SUMMER HOLIDAY BREAK 
 

Members should consider if they wish to request the mobile police station to attend the 
village before the school summer holiday break. Confirming where and objectives. 
 
The Council should consider if they wish to request the police mobile station to 
attend. 

 
16. TO CONSIDER THE RESIDENTS REPLIES TO FLOWER BASKETS 
 

Further to the request in the Annual Report for feedback on the flower baskets there 
were the following 2 replies 

1. There are many benefits of planting flowers and bulbs ie the visual joy they brought 
to the community the positive impact upon mental health importantly, the impact 
upon the environment, pollinators and insects. I am obviously aware that there is a 
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cost in maintaining the planting and I would like to make several suggestions that 
perhaps could be considered (bearing in mind that I am unsure of the "legality" and 
logistics of applying for funding to finance this project). 1.Would Rainhill Rotary 
donate (if they haven't already done so)? 2 Could the Parish Council launch a Go 
Fund Me, or suchlike, to raise money? 3. Finally, there are many environmental 
organisations that award grants for environmental projects such as the one in 
question that the Parish Council could make an application to. I am happy to 
undertake research to determine which organisations (I am experienced in such 
matters). 

2. Hello, further to your article re above in the recent Rainhill Parish Council Annual 
Report I would like to see this initiative continue. The benefits they bring to the 
community (and environment) are invaluable. I obviously accept that there is a cost 
to continue with this initiative and would happily contribute to such costs, as no doubt 
will the Rainhill community. I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish 
Council for the excellent work they do in catering for the needs of  the residents of 
Rainhill. 

 
The Council should consider if they wish to take forward any of the above 
suggestions. 

 
17. TO CONSIDER SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING TO LCR 

 
The LCR is seeking bids from those wishing to access funding from the UK 
Community Renewal fund. The fund is to “support people and communities in need 
across the UK. The deadline for applications is Monday 17th May at 12 noon. 
 
The Council should consider if they wish to apply for funding. 

 
18. TO CONSIDER RESIDENTS COMMENTS AND COMPLAINTS 

 
The Clerk has dealt with correspondence including those relating to: Dane Court and 
a gang of youths on the roof at the front of the parade, throwing stuff at cars. The 
management of Dane Court contacted a fencing contractor to see what temporary 
measures can be put in place to try and prevent access to the roof. A fence has now 
been installed. The Clerk has liaised with relevant police departments to make them 
aware of the issue and the Crime, Disorder and ASB Prevention Officer for Safer 
Communities and confirmed ASB Outreach staff to spend some time in the area with 
a focus of trying to identify those young people who may be involved, so that we can 
progress with an appropriate response. PCSO for Rainhill also aware of issue and 
would encourage residents to report anything as soon as possible.  

 
19. SUGGESTED ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA 
 

Members are given the opportunity to suggest items for discussion at future meetings. 
 
For information only. 
 

20. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
 

14th June 2021, 7.30pm 
26th July 2021, 7.30pm 
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Appendix 1 
Rainhill Annual Parish Meeting              

21st April 2021 
Held online via teams due to meeting restrictions 

 
Present Cllrs: A V Howitt, W Williams, I Brown, D Greaves, G Roberts, M Rothwell, 
Sandra Roscoe, K Stevenson-Black, J Tasker, G Ward, J Woodhouse and 1 resident. 
 
1. The Chair, Cllr A V Howitt, welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked them for 

attending, and explained how the meeting would progress and due to restrictions 
there would have been an impact on the attendance.   

 
2. Apologies were received from Cllrs G Barker, D Hendrick, A Daniels. 

 
3. Mr Mike Berry, Police and Crime Commissioner’s Engagement Officer had sent 

apologies for not being able to attend your AGM this year due to an urgent Huyton 
meeting following Monday’s fatal stabbing. The following was sent as a report and 
read out by Cllr Stevenson- Black 
Below are some updates from a St Helens (and force) perspective: 

 The current PCC retires on 6th May and a new PCC will be elected – there 
are 4 candidates seeking to be elected to the post:  

 This year (2021/22), the current PCC has agreed to grant £175,000 to St 
Helens Council under the ‘Crime & Disorder Reduction Grant.’ This will 
support the council’s efforts to tackle the PCC’s current five priorities across 
Rainhill and the wider borough. 

 Funding has been agreed by the Home Office to fund a further 160 new 
police officer roles this coming year – this is on top of the further 500 new 
officers recruited the previous year. This has been widely welcomed following 
the previous 10 years of austerity and police officer cuts. 

 St Helens police stations – there is ongoing discussions to replace the 
College Street site in St Helens town-centre and the Earlestown site with new 
stations. There will be further progress once the newly elected PCC is in post. 

My role as the PCC’s community engagement officer for St Helens and Knowsley 
and her Mental Health lead: 
From a St Helens perspective I continue to attend the following meetings on behalf of 
the PCC supporting her priorities: 

- St Helens weekly policing partners meeting,St Helens Community Safety 
Partnership Executive,St Helens Community Safety Scrutiny Panel 
St Helens Domestic Abuse Governance Board, St Helens ASB Governance 
Group, St Helens Hate Crime Partnership, St Helens Youth Engagement 
forum, St Helens Youth Justice Board, St Helens Learning Disabilities Board 
St Helens Mental Health & Well-Being Board, St Helens People’s Board 

With the new PCC, arriving after 6th May there may be a change in my role along 
with other potential changes. 
 

4.  It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Meeting held on the 24th April 2019 
should be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record. (There are no 
minutes from 2020 due to Covid meeting restrictions in place) 
 

5. The Chair conveyed what a year it has been and there has never been one quite like 
it and Rainhill have certainly walked together through a storm. The Chair 
acknowledged there have been huge losses and sacrifices made by so many in our 
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community and indeed are continuing to be made. In many different spheres it has 
been impossible to have ‘business as usual’.  However, by adapting to virtual 
meetings, the extensive use of Social media, committed Parish Councillors and 
excellent interaction with the community, much has been achieved. 
The Chair thanked both all the Parish Councillors and the Clerk plus the amazing 
people of Rainhill, some of whom have been acknowledged via the Good Citizenship 
awards details of which are contained in the Annual Report.Through the last year the 
Parish Council has continued to support Rainhill in any way possible and, through 
virtual meetings, has conducted business too, installing new bins, extending and 
updating CCTV coverage, commissioning and opening the new Dog Park, arranging 
for the repair of dangerous paths in St Ann’s Church yard, pursuing better broadband 
for the area, supporting funding applications for our playing fields as well as waving 
some fees for teams who use them , and have pursued many other initiatives. 
The Chair acknowledged a number of much anticipated events had to be adapted or 
cancelled as meeting up as a community was not permitted. But taking the hashtag 
#TogetherApart the Parish Council were able to instigate or support the very well 
received VE window display, the Scarecrow Trail, Pumpkin Festival, Christmas Tree 
Festival, Jingle Round the World, Rainhill Chasing Rainbows, Clap for Carers etc. 
The Chair expressed thanks to the following - some of the wonderful young people 
who sang in their neighbourhood, made and delivered cards to every household, 
walked the roads dressed as Disney Royalty, drew cards and wrote messages for 
those isolating. Also, the remarkable dedicated volunteers who shopped and 
delivered to those shielding including those at Reeve Court. The bevvy of sari clad 
ladies delivered meals donated by the Blue Mango. The Residents who donated food 
and toiletries for Christmas hampers co ordinated by the Rocket Pub, and collected 
duvet sets to be made into scrubs and laundry bags for the NHS by hard working 
volunteers. The chair expressed thanks to Rainhill Rotary who still managed to help 
Father Christmas visit roads in Rainhill and also the primary schools bringing much 
needed Christmas cheer to young and old alike. There were New Social Media 
groups set up and run with ideas, humour and information sharing. Rainhill Ramblers 
was formed and adapted around the changing rules for meeting up outside. It 
brought new friendships, and physical and mental health benefits. More recently the 
Parish Council have been awestruck by the wonderful dedication of the children and 
their parents of ‘ Rainhill Chasing Rainbows ‘ fb group who have spent their Easter 
Holidays collecting litter and generally caring for the Village. The Chair stating what 
outstanding future citizens they will prove to be. The Parish Council acknowledge 
and thank the NHS for their outstanding work, both in caring for the sick and in the 
rolling out of the vaccination and testing programmes, again supported by local 
volunteers, including Parish Councillors. The Chair confirmed as a Parish Council the 
decision was made not increase the precept as it was anticipated a maximum 
increase in St Helens Council Tax and recognised the significant financial hardships 
that many residents and businesses are experiencing. The Parish Council are 
planning further initiatives, collaborating with the monitoring suite over plans for 
updated CCTV, pursuing the roll out of fibre broadband, planning a period of 
Community Tidying and enhancing of Village during the weeks 28 May to 13 June. 
The Parish Council will be considering suggestions for creating a place of Reflection 
to remember the many sacrifices made during the pandemic. During the next months 
the Parish Counil are hoping to engage in tree planting schemes and work with 
organisations to have a fitting celebration of the Queens Jubilee in 2022.The Chair 
on behalf of the Parish Council thanked all the members of Rainhill Parish community 
for helping us ‘walk through the storm’ and into the sunlight. We face the coming 
period of ‘unlocking’ with a feeling of confidence and unity and recognise this is a 
privilege for us all which is not granted to many others. 
RAINHILL YOU HAVE BEEN, AND CONTINUE TO BE, AMAZING AND WE THANK 
YOU ALL. 
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6. The Clerk briefly presented the draft accounts for 2020/21 to the meeting: 

The Parish Council was in a stable state financially and was conforming to all 
statutory requirements and national association guidelines. 
  -Total Income for 2020/21 was £71,300 predominantly made up of precept and 
income from pitch hire. £1,586 had been reclaimed in VAT. This income was less 
than last year. The other figures shown in the accounts are reimbursements rather 
than income. 

- Total Expenditure for 2020/21 was just over £51,800, which is just over £26,696 
less than on the previous year having higher expenditure due to Rocket 
Celebrations. Administration remained the highest cost as this covered a multitude 
of expenses. Environmental Expenses down by £9k, spending on Publicity 
increased slightly due to improvements on website to enable increased 
accessibility, and spending under Section 137 remains similar. 

- At the end of the 2020/21 financial year the accounts showed a balance of £98k, 
this is made up of a cash balance of £56k and reserves of £42k. The reserves are 
slightly higher due to the probability of costs being imposed by St Helens Council 
for the maintenance of open spaces. Following a budgeting exercise this year’s 
precept has been set at £68,340, this is not an increase on last year. 

 
7. J Mansfield Vice Chair of Rainhill ECO Group provided the following report read by     
    Cllr Roscoe. 2020 started normally for the ECO garden. We prepared to tackle             

weeds and mares tails, as usual, and even had a couple of committee meetings 
before the virus restrictions came into force. Members met in very small socially-
distanced groups to carry on normal maintenance when the weather allowed. 
Alternate Saturdays would see gardening and litter-picking continue when possible.  

    Unfortunately, we could not hold our Easter event due to lockdown, nor our plant sale  
    as Rainhill Gala was cancelled. Restrictions allowing, we hope to have a plant sale in  
    the garden this year. Sadly, October saw the unavoidable cancellation of our  

‘Spooky’ Halloween event which has become popular in recent years. Our photo 
competition, with entries displayed for public vote, could not take place this year 
either. Instead, a display of previous entries was made available on our Facebook 
page @RainhillEcoGarden. Hopefully, more people will be encouraged to enter in 
future. In the autumn we did manage one short committee meeting to plan the seed-
sowing. Fortunately, with an efficient team of workers, the wildflowers were sown in a 
speedy session one Saturday. That should give the garden its usual attraction in the 
summer. Since then, the poor weather, and the fact that several members are still 
shielding, our activity in the garden has been limited. We were not able to do the 
hoped-for planting to provide winter colour, which remains an objective. We are really 
grateful to the efforts of those people who have continued to keep an eye on the 
garden and do litter collections including a younger member of our community. Once 
we are able to we very much look forward to getting back into the Eco Garden and 
welcome anyone who wishes to volunteer in helping us maintain it. Members usually 
meet at the Garden once a fortnight on a Saturday morning.  If you would like to join 
us please feel free to come along once Covid-19 restrictions are lifted, or you can 
email us for further updates or information on rainhillecogarden@outlook.com.  
 

8. Anita Hoey 4f Centre Manager & Chairperson provided the following reflections on 
the past 12 months report to be read by Cllr Roscoe. Since March 2020 the centre 
has had limited usage, however it still needs to be maintained. This includes the 
regular alarm and fire safety checks /insurances etc but also includes sanitising the 
equipment and spaces. Making it COVID friendly to be prepared for when we open 
again people. During the last year there have been brief periods where we have been 
able to open. Working to the best of my ability we installed sanitiser stations, spacing 
signs etc to continuously keep up with the changing regulations in order to open 
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safely and provide for our groups and the community. I liaise regularly with our centre 
users and we now have new members wishing to start when it’s acceptable to do so. 
The Centre ran a Football Holiday Club running for three days over the February half 
term for key workers which very quickly became fully booked (because of limited 
numbers due to Covid-19 regulations) and we are hoping Children’s Sports 
Sessions and Baby Groups will also be able to return soon when we are notified it’s 
safe to do so. Unfortunately, my own activity sessions were withdrawn due to the 
vulnerability of the disabled young people and funding, however because of the 
desperate need for these sessions I am hoping eventually they will be able to run 
again. I am very proud of our ‘Rainhill Community Centre’ and desperately seeking 
the time when we can fully open again. Cllr Roscoe added both herself and Cllr 
Greaves will be attending an arranged socially distanced 4F Community meeting in 
May. 
 

9. Chairman of Rainhill Railway & Heritage Society C Tigwell provided the following 
report to be read by Cllr Ward. Since the start of the lockdown last year, we have 
been unable to hold any meetings, though routine admin work has continued. We 
have a committee meeting planned for June, subject to the return of “normality”. 
Then and only then will we be able to consider the possibility of meetings for the 21-
22 season, bearing in mind the lead time to contact and arrange speakers. Our 
summer trip has been re-booked for 2022, but obviously subject to any constraints 
applying at the time. We still await any details of the re-opening of the library and our 
exhibition. The Chairman also wishes to thank the treasurer of over 25 years M 
Fairclough and thanks her for her long service. Cllr Ward also conveyed thanks to M 
Fairclough for her dedication and enthusiasm and is happy to learn she will still 
continue as an active member on the committee. Rainhill Parish Council Chair also 
supported the Parish Council thanks for her services. 
 
 

10. Rainhill Rocket Junior Football Bob Miller provided the following report read by Cllr 
Greaves. Firstly we would like to thank the Parish Council for their continued support. 
We remain a charter standard club affiliated to Liverpool County FA with team ages 
ranging from under 8s to under 18s. Our academy for players under 7 is currently 
suspended due to the recent restrictions, we are however hoping to commence with 
the academy this summer. During the last year we have partnered with Rainhill Town 
Football Club to allow us to share resources, this also provides a progression for our 
junior players to adult football. We have now positioned the storage container 
adjacent to the changing rooms with the fencing now complete. This container was 
donated by Bellway Homes who are planning a photo shoot with a number of our 
teams, this was delayed due to recent restrictions. Once this has taken place we can 
remove the Bellway signage and complete the painting to the store. We have applied 
for a grant from Rainhill Rotary Club to install female changing facilities in the rear 
section of this container including toilet and washing facilities as currently the existing 
changing rooms only has male facilities. Regarding teams playing it has been a 
frustrating year. Season 19/20 which was due to complete May 20 never reached a 
conclusion due to Covid and the current season 20/21 started late in October 20 and 
after numerous weeks of bad weather closed down in December and has only just 
started again. Financially we have struggled as we made the decision not to charge 
players subscriptions while restrictions where in place and charged a reduced signing 
on fee for the current season as players had paid signing on fees for the previous 
season with limited games played. We have also not been able to carry out any fund 
raising events such as Rainhill Gala, tournaments, presentation, etc this has also had 
an effect on the clubs finances. We remain positive and hope we can continue to 
grow as a community club and provide organised football in a safe enjoyable 
environment for all players irrespective of gender or ability. Finally, we wish the 
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Parish Council and its members and all other community groups who maybe 
attending or reporting at this AGM good luck for the coming year. 
 

11. Ian Howitt President gave a report on behalf of Rainhill Rotary Club. Firstly, as 
President of the Club, I’d like to thank you for the opportunity to talk about Rainhill 
Rotary. This last year has been very different for us, as it has been for so many 
organisations and their members. Our work on some projects has been limited by the 
restrictions of the lock down and our need for shielding. Also, there are some things 
we’ve not been able to run at all, namely our two main fund-raising events of the year 
– the Beer festival in November and our annual Santa Sleigh collection in its usual 
form. Looking back over the year one of our main aims of course was to provide 
service and support wherever needed but with particular focus within our local 
community. So, prior to the lockdown in 2020 we again supported the St Helens 
Rangers in their Taylor Park Sports Day event for youngsters and we continued with 
our Schools Bursary Scheme, assisting with the provision of books, IT equipment 
and uniforms for those pupils in particular need. When the pandemic emerged last 
year, we were able to provide over £4000 in emergency assistance to for example, 
Whiston Hospital Staff and other social support organisations, including St Helens 
Mind and Age UK Mid Mersey. In the Autumn our Dragons Den Charity Scheme 
provided almost £10,000 to over 25 local organisations, including the Rainhill Forget 
me Not Club (St Ann’s), the 4F Centre, Coming Together Prescot and Rainhill Riding 
for the Disabled- to name just a few. Then in December we supported 8 local primary 
schools at this difficult time with our new “Christmas Cracker Scheme”, providing 
over £3,800 to pay for pantomimes, practical projects and memento photographs for 
the children. We also took our Santa Sleigh round to provide good cheer to many 
parts of Rainhill, which was greatly appreciated as a token of normality in these 
strange times. We now look forward to this next year and being able to both resume 
usual activities but also look for new opportunities to engage with our community. We 
are currently working on this year’s Dragons Den Charity Awards and I encourage 
everyone to let us know of any local organization in Rainhill and the surrounding area 
who could benefit from this support. Also, we are now planning to run our next Beer 
Festival but in Spring 2022, by which time mass events should again be possible. I 
would like to say a very big “thank you” for all the support we have received for this 
event in the past from local businesses and volunteers and hope that that will 
continue next year. This last year has seen changes within our Rotary Club. We have 
very sadly lost three of our long serving members, who have passed away through 
illness, including one from Covid 19. The social side is a key part of our club and we 
shall miss their friendship and their contribution to our activities. On a more positive 
note, we have been delighted to have two ladies join us as new members and we are 
working hard to promote our Club, so as to attract new members from all age ranges 
in our community. So, this is our recruitment campaign—come and help at one of 
our events as a volunteer and if you like it and support the sort of things we do, we’ll 
be delighted to welcome you as a member. 
 

12. John Fairclough provided a report on behalf of Rainhill Save Our Greenbelt to be 
read by Cllr Greaves who confirmed to read as verbatim. On behalf of Rainhill Save 
Our Green Belt (RSOGB), you will see below l have drafted out a brief up to date 
report on the groups present situation. The St Helens Local Plan was eventually 
submitted to the Secretary of State Planning Inspectors after an additional delayed 
period of over 12 months, reasons for this are not quite clear but the plan was 
eventually submitted days before a speculative hybrid planning application was also 
submitted by Mulbury Homes to St Helens Council. As it stands, both are current, 
with the Local Plan hearing commencing On 25th May this year and expected to run 
until 22nd June. At present RSOGB are continuing to keep records of planning 
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applications being passed which could help in our representation to the hearing 
including the impact on neighbouring areas such as Knowsley, Halton and 
Warrington. We are also reviewing all the documentation and reports made available 
by St Helens Council and The Governments Inspectors including the updates to 
questions and requests for additional information between each party in preparation 
for May. For further live updates as they happen, please follow our Facebook and 
Twitter pages below 
https://www.facebook.com/RainhillSOGB/ 
https://www.facebook.com/RainhillSOGB/ 
 

13. Maria Heaton Chair of Rainhill Village Hall provided the following report read by Cllr 
Rothwell. It’s been a difficult year, but where possible, the Village Hall’s financial 
position has been supported through the government furlough scheme, hardship 
grants and, where appropriate, opening the Hall to groups when they have been able 
to operate under government and local authority conditions. Before the virus took 
hold, our regular bookings were reaching a good level and bookings/enquiries for 
one-off events were on the increase. The Office Manager appointment, use of social 
media and general promotion of the Hall and its facilities helped. However, life 
changed dramatically when the Hall had to close on the 23rd March 2020 and the 
focus had to change when financial survival became the priority.Income from room 
hire was nil during the three periods of lockdown, which accounted for approximately 
half of the year. As an essential service, four blood donor sessions were held over 
the twelve months. In addition to the Parish Council grant, the Hall benefited from 
Local Authority grants for struggling businesses in April, December and January and 
a limited number of groups were able to use the Hall during September, October and 
for most of December. These included new groups who were catering for younger 
people, which was a Government requirement where facilities were suitable. 
Hall closure has allowed for some basic maintenance to be carried out, including 
decorating, carpet cleaning and replacement of ceiling tiles. Funding to complete the 
emergency lighting upgrade had to be identified as the cost of the work had formed 
part of a Biffa grant application that was rejected in August. The work has remained a 
priority as we would be failing in our H&S responsibilities not to upgrade the system. 
The work was carried out in early January 2021.  Plans to replace floor coverings, 
improve toilet facilities, carry out tree work and upgrade the stage lighting are on 
hold. The May AGM and Management Committee meetings were cancelled. 
However, the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary have remained active and have 
continued to manage the Hall over the year. A detailed report on Hall activities was 
sent to Committee members in January. Despite the difficulties experienced over the 
year, it is expected that Rainhill Village Hall will re-establish its reputation as a valued 
resource and the Management Committee look forward to welcoming groups back to 
the Hall in the not-too-distant future. 
 

14. Neil Thompson Secretary for Rainhill Town FC provided the report read by the Parish 
Clerk. This year has been an extremely challenging one for all of us and our ability to 
keep things going is causing deep concerns with no football and no training allowed 
due to the lockdowns. We celebrate our 50th year of running a football club this 
season and hopefully we will be able to celebrate that at the end of the season. We 
are completely self-funding and totally rely on individual player subscriptions and 
sponsorship to operate successfully with our costs per season estimated at around 
£20,000. We have four over 16/open age teams who play on a Saturday one 
Veterans team and an u16 team. With over a 150 players registered for the club most 
of whom come from Rainhill. However two teams are unable to play in Rainhill as 
the pitches and grounds do not comply with the requirements for the standard of 
football we are playing at. We have permanent links with both Junior Clubs in 
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Rainhill, Rainhill United and Rainhill Rockets and we will continue to help players 
achieve the highest level of football they can. The first team play at the highest 
amateur level possible and play in the West Cheshire Football league Division 1 
along with the reserves that are in a Division below. Our third and fourth teams play 
in Warrington and District Football league which is one level below the West 
Cheshire league. Our season is so cut short that only half the fixtures will be 
completed this season at best. During the lockdown we decided to raise money for a 
local Charity Willowbrook Hospice and set ourselves the challenge of completing 
initially 5,000 kilometres and £1000 in 8 weeks. The distance is equivalent to running 
to Athens and back by road. Well the club rose to that challenge and completed over 
7,000 kilometres and raised all on £2000. A massive thank you to all those who 
participated and to those who donated. Our under 16 team raised money for the 
foodbank at Christmas and also raised another amount in a separate fundraiser for 
Clare House Hospice. I have attached the plans and information regarding the 
proposals for Albert Fellowes Park regarding the building of a new clubhouse and 
scout hut and developing the pitches so that football will have a proper place to base 
itself in the community. Some initial consultation has been conducted with very 
positive results. The junior clubs and only senior football club in Rainhill would benefit 
greatly from the proposals the whole community can benefit from a positive long term 
investment in community facilities for a long term stable future for sport. I would hope 
that all the Parish Councillors will support us in the plans being proposed to obtain a 
club house facility, changing rooms and football grounds/ pitches that will mean we 
can have all our footballers at all levels playing their football in their community in 
Rainhill. Finally can I thank our Sponsors without their support we would not be able 
to provide the excellent football opportunities, healthy activity and disciplined 
structures we provide. The Blue Mango, L R Plumbing and Gas services, Speakeasy 
Barbershop, DNA Fitness, The Best Parts, Forge Fitness, Debbie Bennett Funeral 
Directors, The Kinmell, Coeus Insurance. If any local business or organisation wishes 
to help us to maintain our role in the community by sponsorship they can contact us 
through the Parish Clerk, our social media sites or by email 
neil.thompson1957@gmail.com 
 

15. The Chair introduced the Open Forum section: None noted 
 

16.  Being no further business the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and 
noted overall what a lot of work has been achieved over a very challenging year and 
the impact it has had financially on the community and looks forward to a better year 
and moving forward and closed the meeting at 8.11 pm.   

 
 
 
________________________ 
Chair, Rainhill Parish Council 
2oth April 2022 
















